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CLAIMS 

We claim: 



1. A method for routing a call based on voice activated dialing 
(VAD), comprising: 

receiving a call with a voice activated dialing (VAD) instruction; 

failing to find a call destination number corresponding to the VAD 
instruction in a first directory; 

translating at least a part of the VAD instruction into data; 

using the data to obtain the call destination number from a second 
directory; and 

routing the call to the call destination number. 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein using the data to obtain the 
call destination number from the second directory comprises: 

obtaining additional information from the call; 
translating the additional information into additional data; and 
using the data and the additional data to obtain the call destination 
number from the second directory. 



3. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
adding the call destination number to the first directory. 
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4. The method of Claim 1, wherein the call is received in a voice 
communications network; 

wherein the second directory is part of a data network; 

wherein using the data to obtain the call destination comprises 
communicating with the second directory in the data network; and 

wherein the call is routed in the voice communications network to the 
destination number 
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5. A method for routing a call based on voice activated dialing 
(VAD), comprising: 

receiving a call with a voice activated dialing (VAD) instruction; 

failing to find a call destination number corresponding to the VAD 
instruction in a first directory; 

using the VAD instruction to obtain the call destination number from 
a second directory; and 

routing the call to the call destination number. 

6. The method of Claim 5, wherein using the VAD instruction to 
obtain the call destination number comprises obtaining additional 
information from the call, and using the VAD instruction and the additional 
information to obtain the call destination number. 

7. The method of Claim 5, further comprising: 
adding the call destination number to the first directory. 

8. The method of Claim 5, wherein using the VAD instruction to 
obtain the call destination number from the second directory comprises: 

translating at least call destination information from the VAD 
instruction into data; and 

using the data to obtain the call destination number from the second 
directory. 
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9. The method of Claim 5, wherein the call is received in a voice 
communications network; 

wherein the second directory is part of a data network; 

wherein the VAD instruction is used to obtain the call destination 
number from the second directory in the data network; and 

wherein the call is routed in the voice communications network to the 
call destination number. 
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10. A method for voice activated dialing (VAD) of a call, 
comprising: 

receiving a VAD instruction with call destination information; 
translating the call destination information into data; and 
using the data to obtain a call destination number. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 0, further comprising: 
routing the call to the call destination number. 

12. The method of Claim 10, further comprising: 
initiating a call to the call destination number. 

13. The method of Claim 10, further comprising: 

determining a call path between origination of the VAD instruction 
and the call destination number. 

14. The method of Claim 13, further comprising: 
causing a call to be routed along the call path. 

15. The method of Claim 10, wherein the VAD instruction is 
received in a voice communications network; 

wherein the data is used to obtain the call destination number from an 
element in a data network; and 
further comprising: 

routing a call in the voice communications network to the destination 
number. 
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1 6. The method of Claim 1 0, further comprising: 

prior to translating the call destination information into the data, 
failing to find the call destination number in a directory. 

17. The method of Claim 16, wherein the directory comprises a 
first directory; and 

wherein using the data to obtain the call destination number comprises 
using the data to obtain the call destination number from a second directory. 

18. The method of Claim 10, wherein using the data to obtain the call 
destination number comprises obtaining additional information, and using 
the additional information to obtain the call destination number. 

19. The method of Claim 16, further comprising: 
adding the call destination number to the first directory. 
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20. A system for voice activated dialing (VAD), comprising: 

a VAD device module operative to respond to a VAD instruction by 
causing a call to be routed to a gateway communicatively connected to a 
VAD network module; and 

the VAD network module being operative to use at least part of the 
VAD instruction to obtain a call destination number from a directory, and to 
cause the call to be routed to the call destination number. 

21. The system of Claim 20, wherein the VAD device module 
causes the call to be routed to the gateway based on a failure by a VAD 
directory to provide the call destination number corresponding to the VAD 
instruction. 

22. The system of Claim 20, wherein the gateway comprises a 
voice/data gateway. 

23. The system of Claim 20, wherein the VAD network module is 
operative through the gateway to obtain additional information and to use 
the additional information to obtain the call destination number from the 
directory. 

24. The system of Claim 20, wherein the VAD network module is 
operative to update the VAD device module with the call destination 
number. 
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